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to that of Virginia. Maryland began to move slowly
toward universal education by subsidizing education of the
poor in 1816, and by the passage of a permissive law for
establishing common schools by counties in 1825. South
Carolina started an annual appropriation for tc free schools"
in 1811, but these schools were largely regarded as pauper
institutions. Moreover, distribution of the appropriation
was very inequitable, since the inland parts of the state,
which needed the most assistance, received the least. Yet
the amount of appropriation gradually increased, and senti-
ment for universal education steadily improved. Within
the first half-dozen years of statehood, Georgia also began
a provision for public education through land endowment
and the organization of a state system under the title of
the "University of Georgia.7' While the value of the
land was too small to establish a genuine system of public
education so soon, before the close of the transition period
a permanent school fund had been started and sentiment
for public education began to grow.
Likewise in other Southern states admitted after the
union had been formed, there was similarly a gradual
growth of sentiment for universal education. In every
commonwealth there appeared an alliance between far-
sighted statesmen and educators and the great middle
class of citizens for the purpose of establishing common
schools for all white children, and the old ecclesiastical and
exclusive view of education was clearly fading. North
Carolina, however, which had largely broken from the
aristocratic policies of the South (see p. 204), made the
most noteworthy progress toward the establishment of
public education. Its constitution of 1776 provided for the
establishment of schools, and, by 1817, at the request of
the legislature. Judge Archibald D. Murphey, a states-